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Attending the Utah Legislature session was very interesting. It wasn’t anything like I thought it was going to be. I realized after attending this session that there is a lot more to law making than I had imagined. Passing a bill takes a lot of explaining and debating which I never knew. I attended the Senate and the House meeting and both of them were quite interesting. 
	I attended the Senate meeting first. It was a lot smaller than I thought it would be and they were very quiet in this room. There wasn’t anyone really talking besides the person who had the floor. The Senate meeting was by far my favorite because they really got into the different bills that they wanted to pass. They really explained the bills and people shared their different arguments, which was very interesting to me. The Senate Bill that stuck out to me the most was the Senate Bill 208 the Health Care Compact. This was where states would be banding together with other states to petition the federal government to allow us to bring the control of funds back into our own states hands. There were many arguments to this Compact. Many people were arguing that why would we want to band with other states to take control into our hands of things like Medicare or Medicaid on our own in compact with lower performing states. They said that this would lower the services and cost more money in taxes. Others came back with saying that this bill will not cost the state, residents or businesses. Another Senator said that we’d be joining in a compact with unknown states. He said this is a partnership and we don’t even know who our partners are so why should we vote for this. Senator Adams is the one who presented this bill and he asked for a call of the Senate. Next they voted and final votes were 21 yeah 8 nay. This was the most exciting bill because there were so many arguments which made it very interesting. 
	The House meeting was not as interesting to me as the Senate was. The thing that I thought was neat though, was they had a Buddhist come in and he gave a Buddhist prayer which was very interesting. The House was a lot larger than I thought. There were 74 members present at this meeting. It seemed a little chaotic. People were walking in and out the whole time which I thought was unprofessional. This made me think that they weren’t really paying attention on what they were voting for. Then someone I know who works for the Senate came and sat with me and told me the reason that they were walking in and out was because there were lobbyists in the hall and they were telling them how to vote. The house voting was a lot different than the Senate. They had a dinging bell going off telling the House Reps that they were being called to vote. The bill that stood out to me was that they were trying to legalize tribal health facilities so that information could be shared throughout the state and across the country.  This bill got the vote of 74 people. Another bill that stood out to me was a bill that called to recognize 2500 pregnancy care centers to solve problems of wanted and unwanted pregnancies. These centers offer services for pregnancies and babies and adoption referrals. They also offer different kinds of health care and abstinence care. This bill honors the volunteers that work in these centers and the support of these care centers. I thought this was a very neat bill and I’m happy to say that it passed with 65 yes votes and 5 no votes. Another bill that was interesting was a bill that said that insurers couldn’t refuse insurance coverage to those with autism for health problems that aren’t related to autism.  All the representatives voted yes for this bill. 
	In conclusion, I really enjoyed watching the House and the Senate meetings. The Senate was my favorite because they explained the bills in a little more detail and they debated them which was really interesting to see. Both were quite a bit different than I thought they would be. The Senate seemed a little more organized and they seemed to be more traditional, whereas the House had a lot going on and they seemed to be more modern in their voting ways. This has made me want to be more knowledgeable with politics and the bills that are being passed in our state. There is a lot more to the bill passing process than I thought. This was a very interesting experience that will help me to become more interested in what is going on in our state and our country.

